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Draft minutes are subject to approval at the next committee meeting. 

 

Minutes of An Extraordinary Meeting of The Environment Committee  

Held Remotely on Thursday 10th December 2020 Via Zoom Video Conference 

 
Commenced: 10.00am - Concluded: 11.36am  

 

Councillors Present: Pat Bone [Chair], Kevin Bone, Barry Jones, Lillian Robinson and Eva Thompson 

 

Absent Councillors: None 

 

Non-Councillors (without voting rights): None appointed.  

 

Observing Councillors (not a member of the committee): Steve Clough  

 

Officers: Safia Kauser [Locum Parish Clerk, minute taker] 

 

Members of the Public: Three members of the public 

 

(1) Item 1: To receive apologies for absence 

 

All committee members were present.  

 

(2) Item 2: Declaration of member’s interests 

To enable Members to declare the existence and nature of any pecuniary interests to declare in 

subsequent items, in accordance with the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct. Interests that become 

apparent at a later stage in the proceedings may be declared at that time. 

 

Cllr Pat Bone, Kevin Bone and Eve Thompson declared an interest in Killamarsh Community Event 

Group.  

 

(3) Item 3: To determine which items, if any, should be taken with the public excluded. If the Council 

decides to exclude the public it will be necessary to pass a resolution in the following terms: “In 

view of the confidential nature of some items, it may be necessary to discuss these items with the 

Public and Press excluded in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, 

S1. 

 

There were no items determined that required the exclusion of the press and public. 

 

(4) Item 4: Chairman’s announcements – For information only 

No remarks were made by the Chair.  

 

(5) Item 5: Public Participation - A period of not more than 15 minutes will be made available for 

members of the public to put forward their questions. Technically, in line with the Standing Orders, 

only 3 minutes per member is allowed. Councillors should not respond to, or debate any questions 

raised. Following this time, if members of the public have any questions or comments, they should 
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await the next Committee meeting or put their questions or comments in writing to the Parish Clerk. 

 

No members of the public took part in public participation.  

 

(6) Item 6: Approval of the accuracy of the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2020 and 

the Budget meeting held on 24th November 2020 (attached) 

 

Draft minutes of the previous committee meetings had been circulated to members for review. 

 

RESOLVED: 

1) That the draft minutes of the Environment committee meeting held on the 12 November 2020 

are approved as a true and accurate record of proceedings. 

2) That the draft minutes of the Extraordinary Environment committee meeting held on the 24 

November 2020 are approved as a true and accurate record of proceedings.  

 

(7) Item 7: Budget for 2020/2021  

To receive an update from Cllr E. Thompson 

 

Cllr Thompson reported that there was no major update regarding the budget that affected the 

Environment committee with the exception of the dog bins that on the sheet which stated the incorrect 

amount of £262 - but in the minutes it was correctly mentioned £400.  

 

Members briefly discussed the ‘Bus’ budget and had noted that ‘Dial A Ride’ was operating buses in 

the area which was giving the public an alternative method of transport. It was agreed to add this item 

as a future agenda item for further discussion. 

 

(8) Item 8: Land at side of County Dyke on Church Lane  

A verbal report by Cllr P. Bone 

 

Cllr Jones provided the committee with a historical summary of the land reporting that the County 

Dyke splits Derbyshire and Yorkshire. It is unknown who owns the land between the Dyke and the 

cemetery, however the previous land owner of the land which is now the cemetery may have some 

information. This piece of land was historically known as ‘Steves Farm’. Lee Rowley MP has been 

liaising with a group of residents from Church Lane. 

 

The Handyman was going down periodically to provide support and assistance in maintaining the land. 

Further investigations were needed to ascertain who the registered land owner was. The former Admin 

Officer, Andrew Mott, had commenced investigations which were now left incomplete due to his 

departure.  

 

RESOLVED: 

1) That the Locum Parish Clerk carries out relevant searches on the hard dive and office to 

retrieve any information relevant to this land that the former Clerk had instigated and to report 

back at the next Environment committee meeting.  

 

(9) Item 9: Grit for the village 

 

The council chairman, Cllr Clough, was in talks with the district council about the provision of grit. The 

handy person had checked the village grit bins which were all full with grit. Concerns were raised about 

the lack of grit available for the car park and the logistics of spreading the grit.  

 

RESOLVED: 

1) That no further action is taken in regards to grit matters until an update has been received from 

the district council.  
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(10) Item 10: Metal Detecting request  

To discuss a request from a resident 

 

A copy of the request had been circulated to all members. Members agreed that metal detecting is 

not normally granted on council land. It was agreed to defer this item to a future meeting pending the 

approval of the metal detecting policy.  

 

(11) Item 11: Metal detecting policy  

To discuss/approve a draft Metal Detecting policy.  

 

It was commented that the draft policy was comprehensive. No further amendments were required. 

 

RECOMMENDED: 

1) That the Environment committee recommends that the full parish council adopts the draft Metal 

Detecting policy.  

(12) Item 12: Birchlands project  

Cllr L Robinson to give a verbal update on the project 

 

Cllr Robinson reported that she had got in touch with Richard Smithson this morning. Furniture was 

still being made but could only be installed after Christmas due to a low stock of seasonal wood. 

Members discussed the flower arrangements and if plugs or seeds should be used. It was agreed that 

plugs would be much cheaper.  

 

RESOLVED: 

1) Cllr Robinson will check with Richard Smithson the costs and kind of wildflower plugs. 

 

(13) Item 13: Linear Park  

To discuss the arrangements for clearing Linear Park 

 

The approximate clearing costs were in the region of £1,000 and it was suggested to find someone 

who could do it within budget. Cllr Lillian agreed to check previous council minutes to check who the 

council has historically used with a view to obtaining further quotes. 

 

RESOLVED: 

1) That Cllr Robinson reviews historic council minutes to obtain contractor information for Linear 

Park and obtains two further quotations for consideration at the next meeting. 

 

(14) Item 14: Winter maintenance of trees  

To discuss arrangements for cutting back trees overhanging paths and telephone wires 

 

Concillor Lillian had requested that this item is placed on the agenda for discussion. The council has 

a budget of £10,000 for the maintenance including maintenance of trees in general and grass cutting. 

It was noted that there was no formal policy in place to outline the arrangements for tree management.  
A member suggested that there may be one on file written by a former clerk which had not been 

adopted. Cllr Thompson advised tree policy was prepared by former Committee Chair J.Sharp and 

Cllr Robinson advised one was prepared also by the Admin Officer in the past, none of which were 

discussed. It was resolved that 3 quotes are needed for tree treatment. 

 

RESOLVED:  

1) That the Clerk carries out an investigative task to find any information or policies on the councils 

hard drive relating to tree management and to report back at the next meeting. 

2) That the Clerk liaises with the district council to obtain what information they have on file 

relating to tree management in general which can be considered by the committee at their next 

committee meeting.  
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(15) Item 15: Parking in the village  

To discuss the issues with parking 

 

RESOLVED:  

1) That this item is deferred to a future committee meeting and that members think about 

suggestions about tackling the parking issues in the village. 

 

(16) Item 16: Parking on Precinct   
It was reported that cars are parking on the prescient at the end of the new block paving. A discussion 

took place around the ownership of the land. Concerns were raised that someone could get hit by a 

car and that the owner should consider some form of enforcement to stop the cars from parking. It 

was noted that although this was not council land, the parish council should intervene to reduce the 

risk of any accidents and to consider the safety of the parishioners as this is a pedestrianised area. 

Some areas of the paving had planters installed and it was suggested if it was worth placing a new 

planter in the area where the cars were parking. Other suggestions included a no parking sign however 

there were conflicting member views about the authority to act and intervene with private land owners. 

The chairman informed the committee that she was already in dialogue with the owner.  

 

Action: Committee members to bring forward suggestions to the next meeting about possible action 

that can be taken to enforce no parking at the prescient (block paving area).  

 

RESOLVED:   
1) Committee agreed to put planters on to stop parking in that area within its authority to spend 

£1K. 

 

(17) Item 17: Defibrillators in the village 

 

It was reported that a member of the public had launched an appeal to raise funds for a defibrillator on 

the just giving page. It was noted that although the response to the appeal was positive on social media, 

the ‘go fund me’ account did not have many contributors. Members suggested that the parish council 

should be getting involved and perhaps there should be more than two defibrillators in the village. One 

defibrillator was currently sited on the library wall by the County council and the second one owned 

by the parish council was inside the leisure centre. Defibrillators require someone to check the 

equipment once a week for supplies and to confirm it is still active and working. Several places were 

suggested to install a new defib which included the middle of Bridge Street which would provide a 

central point to the Co-Op car park and Aldi; on the Co-op building; top of the village or on the building 

for the Infants or Junior school 

 

RESOLVED: 

1) That Derbyshire County Council is requested to consider moving the current defibrillator 

installed on the library wall to the Co-Op building to enable it being accessible and located at 

a more centre point where it is likely it may be needed (subject to permissions received from 

the Co-Op).  

 

2) That the Co-Op is consulted on their views and permissions for the installation of defibrillator 

to be sited on their building (existing one to be moved from the library subject to permissions 

from the County Council).  

 

3) The Clerk to check with the leisure centre staff and confirm who is responsible for checking 

the defibrillator on a weekly basis.  

 

4) That the Environment committee agrees in principle to fund one additional defibrillator. The 

site location and funding to be agreed at the next meeting.   
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(18) Item 18: Christmas decorations 

 

Councillors Robinson switched on the Christmas lights installed on the trees. Positive comments had 

been received from residents.  

 

(19) Item 19: Date of next meeting TBC 

 

RESOLVED:  

1) That the new items of business to be considered at the next meeting are: 

 Grass cutting maintenance: Review of the Service Level Agreement with the District 

Council (parks, land, grass cutting).  Cllr Robinson stated that the SLA with NEDDC 

should be in the Office, maybe only in a draft. 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 11.36am. 


