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KILLAMARSH PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Present: 
 

 (Councillor S Clough, in the Chair) 
 
 

  
 
 
Also Present: Councillor K Bone, Councillor P Bone, Councillor N Challenger, Councillor 
C Curzon, Councillor B Jones, Councillor C Lacey, Councillor S Mullins, Councillor M 
Potts, Councillor B Rice, Councillor L Robinson, Councillor J Sharp, Councillor E 
Thompson, Councillor N Whitehead, Councillor J Windle 
 
  
 
1 Apologies for Absence 

 
There were no apologies for absence 
 

2 Declarations of Members Interests 
 
Councillor M Potts explained that as a Member of the North East Derbyshire 
District Council (NEDDC) Planning Committee she would not take part in Item 15 
on the agenda, Planning Applications. 
 
Councillor B Jones, Councillor L Robinson and Councillor E Thompson indicated 
that they would be likely to declare an interest on Item 15 (KCT/KCTA), following 
clarification of the motion to be moved by Councillor N Whitehead on that item. 
 
 

3 Chairman's Announcements - for information only 
 
The Chairman of the Council, Councillor S Clough, confirmed that he had no 
announcements to make at this time. 
 

4 Items for the Next Full Council 
 
Members considered possible items to be taken at the next meeting of Council, 
scheduled for 14 December 2020. Councillor E Thompson indicted that the Anti-
Fraud and Corruption would need to be considered at this meeting.  
 

5 Public Participation 
 
Councillor M Potts, in her capacity as a Member of the North East Derbyshire 
District Council Planning Committee, took no part in this item. 
 
A resident raised her concerns about Planning Application NED 20/00919/FL for 
the proposed development of 50 properties. The resident explained her concerns 
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about the application and asked for the Council’s. The Chairman explained that 
the Council intended to discuss this application at Item 14 on the agenda 
(Planning Applications) and that her concerns would be considered at that point. 
 

6 Exclusion of the Public 
 
Council resolved that in view of the confidential nature of the businesses to be 
discussed and in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings Act) 1969, the public and press  be excluded when it considered items 
20 and 23 on the agenda.   
 

7 Minutes of Full Council 26 October 2020 
 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 26 October 2020 were approved as a 
true record. 
 

8 Minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council, Friday 6 November 2020 
 
The minutes of the Extraordinary Council held on 6 November 2020 were agreed 
as a true record, subject to clarification that two of the Council’s employees had 
been present at the meeting.  
 

9 Minutes of the Extraordinary Full Council Friday 12 November 2020 
 
The minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting, held on Friday 12 November 
2020, were approved as a true record, subject to a clarification on Minute 7 
(furlough requirements) that Councillor E Thompson had seconded the motion on 
‘Proposal Two’. 
 

10 Minutes of Finance Committee 5 October 2020 
 
The minutes of the Finance Committee, held on 5 October 2020 were noted as a 
true record. 
 
Members discussed and unanimously agreed the following specific 
recommendations made by the Committee to Council: 
 

(a)    That a grant of £200 be made to the Killamarsh Heritage Society 
 (Minute 7); 
 
(b)  That the Council establish separate deposit and ring-fenced accounts 
(Minute11) 
 

Council also considered the recommendation that it procure in-house accounting 
software, to enable it to exercise better control of its finances and have easier 
access to reports etc. (Minute 12).  
 
Members discussed this recommendation and the potential benefits it the 
software allowed the Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer (when appointed) to 
manage the Council’s finances in-house. Following on from this discussion M 
Potts and C Lacey moved and seconded the motion that Council accepts the 
Committee’s recommendations and seeks to procure the appropriate software.  
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The motion was put to the vote and was carried. 
 

11 Minutes of Environment Committee 12 November 2020 
 
The minutes of the Environment Committee held on 12 November 202 were 
noted as a true record. 
 

12 Clerk Update 
 
The Chairman of the Council, Councillors S Clough, informed Members of the 
actions which had been taken to appoint an Interim Clerk to the Council and the 
reasons why these had not been successful. 
 
Members also heard that the Personnel Committee had revised the person 
specification for the post to ensure that the specifications reflected adequately 
Council’s expectations of the post holder. They also heard about how the 
recruitment exercise for the post would be publicised in co-operation with 
Derbyshire County Council and the likely timetable for interviewing suitable 
candidates during the recruitment process. 
 

13 Sport Centre Update 
 
Council received an update on the discussions with North East Derbyshire District 
Council about the possible future management arrangements for Killamarsh 
Leisure Centre. Members also discussed specific staffing issues at the Leisure 
Centre and how these ought to be communicated across the Council. 
 

14 Planning Applications 
 
As a Member of the North East Derbyshire District Council (NEDDC) Planning 
Committee, Councillor M Potts confirmed that she would not take part in this item. 
 
Council discussed Planning Application NED 20/00919/FL for the erection of 50 
new properties at a site on Primrose Lane. In particular, Members heard of 
concerns raised by local people about what the impact on traffic and road safety 
would be if the development went ahead. Members also discussed the 
background to application, what had previously been and how the size of the 
proposed development had increased. 
 
The Chair of the Council, Councillor S Clough, explained that he had ‘called-in’ 
the application, which meant that it would be submitted to the NEDDC Planning 
Committee for determination. 
 
There was a consensus that given the concerns about the impact of the proposed 
development Council should lodge an objection to the application. This objection 
would be taken into account by the NEDDC Planning Committee when it 
considered the application.  
 
Members considered two other applications – NED 20/01027/FL and NED 
20/00817/FLH. Council decided to note them. 
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15 KCT/KCTA 
 
Council N Whitehead referred to the ongoing discussions with the Killamarsh 
Community Trust Association about the use of the Cloc building and in particular, 
the Trust’s request for amendments to the lease and possible changes to 
Association’s status. He included his analysis of these discussions, along with 
specific pieces of correspondence as part of the Council agenda, at Appendix 7. 
 
Members were reminded of the background to this issue and how Council had 
considered the Cloc building lease transfer at its meeting on 26 October 2020. A 
series of questions had been raised at this meeting, which the Chair of the KCTA 
had sought to respond to. This response had been appended to the agenda. 
 
Councillor N Whitehead explained that he wanted the Council to make clear that it 
supported the current constitutional arrangements   for the Killamarsh Community 
Trust Association and the lease arrangements for the building; which he felt 
should continue. On that basis, he abstracted the following from Appendix 7 as 
the basis of his motion. In particular, that the Parish Council calls for: 
 

(a) The Cloc building to be directly used for the benefit of the community (not 
indirectly i.e. allowing a charity to collect some rent commercially and to 
redistribute the funds within the community). 

(b) Killamarsh Community Trust Association (KCTA) to continue and to 
operate within the existing Constitution (albeit with minor changes which 
must be properly amended in accordance with the Constitution). 

(c) Killamarsh Parish Council to be fully involved with KCTA in their 
governance processes by appointing a trustee (along with District and 
County if they so wish) and voting at meetings. 

(d) Any negotiations not to proceed to create a new lease with a new legal 
entity (charity). 

 
There was extensive discussion of this issue, the position taken by the different 
parties and whether the motion would help to provide clarity. Councillor N 
Whitehead emphasised that by confirming the current constitutional relationships 
and governance for the Cloc building this would provide a stable framework for 
any future discussions about its future. 
 
At the conclusion of the discussion Councillor N Whitehead and Councillor M 
Potts moved and seconded the motion. 
 
Councillor B Jones, Councillor L Robinson and Councillor J Windle explained that 
they would not take part in the vote as they were trustees of the Killamarsh 
Community Trust Association 
 
The motion was put to the vote and was carried. 
 
Members asked that the Council’s decision be communicated to the Killamarsh 
Community Trust Association. 
 
 
 
 



 

5 

16 Community Speed Watch 
 
Councillor M Potts explained how equipment loaned from the Derbyshire was 
currently being used by the Speed Watch Group. In order to procure its own 
equipment the group wanted to submit an application for a Community Action 
Grant in order to pay for this. Councillor Potts asked if the Parish Council would 
offer its support by sponsoring this application, essentially to confirm. It was 
stressed that no costs would fall on the Parish Council. 
 
Members discussed the proposal. There was a consensus that Speed Watch had 
proved to be a worthwhile initiative and that the Council would be pleased to 
sponsor its grant application.  
 
Councillor J Windle and C Lacey moved and seconded a motion that the Parish 
Council support the application 
 
The motion was put to the vote and was carried. 
 

17 Financial Reporting 
 
Council received a statement setting out the full income received and actual 
expenditure against the budget for the financial year to date. Members agreed to 
note the information. 
 

18 Policies 
 
Council was asked to consider several proposed changes to its Lone Working, 
Grievance and Training, Learning & Development Policies. 
 
Council discussed the proposed changes to the Lone Working Policy. In 
particular, Members discussed the proposed requirement for designated offices to 
seek prior approval from the Health & Safety Committee or Finance Committee 
for the resources required to implement the policy. There was concern that this 
could conflict with their existing delegated responsibility to commit financial 
resources up to the specified limit. There was a consensus that the policy ought 
to be amended so that prior approval by the Committee should only be required 
when the proposed expenditure exceeds the maximum allowed under the terms 
of their delegations.  
 
Members then discussed the proposed amendments to the Grievance Policy. 
These amendments were agreed by Council. 
 
Following on from this, Council discussed the proposed amendments to the 
Training, Learning and Development Policy. In this context, Members discussed 
the suggestion that employees be required to meet any the cost of cancellation or 
other fees for training events which they did not attend. Members felt that this 
would be appropriate when training had been missed for no justifiable reasons, 
such as illness. It was agreed that the proposed policy changes should make this 
point clear. 
 
Finally, Members discussed whether the Council ought to develop and adopt a 
Communications Policy. Following an extensive discussion on the issue and 
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about specific communications issues which had occurred recently, Members 
agreed that a draft Communications ought to be drafted and submitted to a future 
meeting of Council for consideration. 
 

19 Terms of Reference (Personnel) 
 
Council was asked to amend the Terms of Reference of the Personnel 
Committee. The proposed amendments were set out in Appendix 12 to the report. 
These amendments, it was explained, would bring the Terms of Reference of the 
Personnel Committee into line with those of the Council’s other Committees. 
 
Members discussed the proposed changes and supported them. 
 

20 Highmoor Update 
 
The Public and Press were excluded for this item. 
 
Council considered the recent correspondence on this issue. Council agreed that 
the legal processes ought to continue in order establish the definitive ownership 
of the site.  
 

21 Killamarsh Conservation Group Environment Agreement 
 
Members were informed that Killamarsh Conservation Group had withdrawn its 
request for support from the Council. Members learned that the group had now 
decided to pursue support from other sources. They were reminded of the 
Council’s support on environmental projects and its work in conjunction with the 
Group with local schools and the Co-operative store. 
 

22 Barrier Update 
 
Council was informed that one contractor had completed the official ‘Request for 
Quote’ (RFQ) to carry out the proposed work on the barrier. The pricing would be 
based on the North East Derbyshire District Council (NEDDC) contracted rates.   
 
Councillors L Robinson and M Potts moved and seconded a motion to support the 
progress made. The motion was put to the vote and was carried. 
 

23 Confidential Minutes 
 
The public were excluded during consideration of this item. 
 
The confidential minutes of Council held on 26 October 2020 and the Personnel 
Committee held on 19 October 2020 were approved as a true record 
 
 

24 Minutes of Personnel Committee 19 October 2020 
 
The minutes of the Personnel Committee held on 19 October 2020 were 
approved as a true record. Members noted the timetable for the recruitment 
process to the post of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to the Council. 
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25 Public Participation 
 
There was no request for public participation for Council to consider. 
 

26 Time and Date of the next Ordinary Meeting 
 
As Advertised 
 


